
My most exciting discovery to date has been… always the last one (or better
still, the next one).

The biggest challenge facing scientists is… the responsible use of knowledge and scientific power for
the betterment of humanity.

If I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be… Leonardo da Vinci,
Charles Darwin, and Primo Levi.

My first experiment was… when I was six, trying to synthesize superglue (by mixing shampoo and spices
from my mother�s kitchen) to block up the door lock of my �terrible� little neighbor. Of course, I failed.

If I wasn’t a scientist, I would be… a journalist, but who knows?!

In a nutshell, my research involves… solving a code-breaking board game (such as Mastermind), and
sailing toward unexplored worlds (like Colombo).

The secret of being a successful scientist is… I hope to find the answer in the future. But I believe that
curiosity for the truth and ethical integrity are essential requirements.

The best advice I have ever been given is… do not let your passion for science interfere with your
family life (from my father, a chemist).

If I could go back in time and do any experiment, it would be… Pasteur�s separation of the �right
handed� from �left handed� crystal salts of racemic tartaric acid by using tweezers: it was a tedious
experiment, but it shed light on chirality!

I would have liked to have discovered… the scientifically-based heliocentrism cosmology that
displaced the Earth from the center of the universe (thus starting the Copernican Revolution).

My favorite author (science) is… David W. C. MacMillan.

My favorite book is… “Il Sistema Periodico” (The Periodic Table), by Primo Levi.
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